
A Letter to Parents, 

 

 

I hope this letter finds you and your family happy 

and healthy.  These are certainly challenging 

times.  We are all having to learn how to manage 

new daily routines, calm our children’s concerns 

and remember to still find time for ourselves.  

Finding this balance is not an easy task.   

 

The purpose of this letter is to let you know that I 

am here for you and let you know what I have set 

up for Forensics.  As you know, last week was a 

soft roll out for online learning.  The main 

platform that I will be using is Schoology 

(fcusd.schoology.com).  Your child should access 

Schoology on a daily basis to check for updates.  The updates will communicate assignments, announcements 

and other important information.  If your child has any questions, comments, or concerns they are able to 

message me directly through Schoology.  If you have any questions, comments or concerns please email me at 

Talber@fcusd.org.    

 

In the updates section of Schoology students will be directed to a new Forensic online platform.  I am excited 

about our new online curriculum, Murder at Old Fields!  In this program, your child will be processing and 

discovering evidence at a 3D crime scene of a historically accurate rural American 19th century murder.  

Through lab activities your child will collect, analyze and apply the scientific process to solve problems and 

learn about the crime.  It will include hair, fibers, fingerprints, serology and blood spatter analysis, all topics we 

were going to cover in class.   

 

Last week we completed the following: 

 

1.  All students logged onto Schoology and messaged me  

 

2.  We explored the Discussion section on Schoology.   

 

Students had to click on a link taking them to Greenlawn-Centerport Historical Association where they read 

about John Gardiner’s Farm.  This short article relates to the Murder at Old Fields curriculum we will be 

working with.  Students then posted responses to the Discussion thread. 

 

3.  We explored the Assignments section on Schoology. 

 

Students examined a short logic puzzle and submitted their answers as an assignment.  One thing I saw was 

students submitting their assignment in the comments section, it should be submitted as an assignment.  If your 

child needs help with submitting an assignment please have them message me and I will be more than happy to 

help out. 

 

4.  We explored Edpuzzle which I embedded directly into our Schoology page. 

 

Edpuzzle is a program that allows me to create interactive video clips. Last week your child watched a video 

clip about the morphology of hair.  Within the clip they answered several multiple choice and a few open ended 

questions.  
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5.  We ended the week with students logging into Murder at Old Fields. 

 

If your student has not logged onto Murder at Old Fields and completed the first assignment please encourage 

them to do so.  Next week we will be starting into the lab portion. 

 

Your student can check their work progress under the grade tab in Schoology.  It will be marked as completed 

or not completed.  If your student still needs to complete any of the assignments they may do so.   

 

Albert Einstein said it beautifully, “Life is like riding a bicycle.  To keep your balance, you must keep moving.”  

As we continue moving forward with learning please know that I am here for you and your student.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Taylor Alber 

Vista del Lago Haigh School 

Forensic Science Teacher 

Talber@fcusd.org 
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